1997-2001 - How to: Instructions for programming a NON-US Forester SF keyless FOB!

Instructions first then context below:

The key fob for this model in AU is specifically the photo shown in this link. If others work,
especially new ones from aliexpress or something, | have not been able to identify them.
Automotive lock smiths have been seemingly unable to give me any details either. If
anyone knows where | can buy a new replacement, I'd be much obliged when and if this
OEM one breaks.

Method 1:

1) Remove the lower trim cover. This is a piece of plastic next to your right foot if you
were sitting in the car. There will be a single plastic plug holding it in. It is grey plastic and
should come off easily. Connect the pole connector which is a plastic set of plugs that
should be unplugged by default. This starts the program circuitry. See photos below.

FIGURE 2 - 1 POLE CONNECTOR


http://www.cars101.com/subaru/keyless.html#For%20non%20US

2) I'm not sure if the door has to be closed or locked as it did finally work and I'm not sure
which one did it (tried a few times). But the original instructions say to Unlock the door
lock using the 'power switch' which is in the door handle. | locked it then unlocked it with
the door closed.

3) Press any button of the transmitter fob twice while pressing the drivers door lock switch
to unlock. | just kept repeating this a few times.

4) Door lock will automatically LOCK and UNLOCK indicating it's registered.

5) Disconnect the white pole connector from earlier and close up the trim cover again.

6) apparently if you have multiple remotes you can program up to 3 more you just hop
back to steps 3 and 4.

If this doesn't work you can try method 2:

1) Remove lower trim, connect the registration pole connectors like before.
2) Unlock the door lock from the door.

3) Press any button on the transmitter fob twice.

4) Door lock will lock and unlock indicating it's registered.

)

5) pack up like before.

Context:

e All the instructions and the fob came from 'remote4cars' ebay store who is
excellent. He has old remotes, knows instructions that are hard to find and is happy
to have you return the fob if it didn't work. His store is here and he is located in
melbourne for easy returns.

e The instructions on cars101 that everyone links to has the non US model but the
instructions were added later on and only include instructions if you already have a
functioning remote. Most people who were looking did not have one.

e | went through the whole manual and there was a chapter on the key fob with
photos but no instructions on how to program. Only on how to change the battery
and how it works. | also checked the supplementary australian manual which has
AU specific details but nada.

e I've reached out to joe spitz from cars101 who has so much useful information on
these cars to update the non-us portion of the site to include programming
instructions for a new fob. Currently there is only information on programming a
second fob if you currently have one that is already programmed.

Hope this helps and | hope there is now some instruction and aid for the many others like
myself who have this great car second, third or tenth hand who have long ago lost the
fobs. It makes a huge difference and | will also post any additional information | find for
getting newer fobs.

| can't find any useful details about the OEM fob that would allow me to discover more
modern replacements but | have a photo of it below in case anyone can get any
information on it.


https://www.ebay.com.au/str/remote4cars
http://www.cars101.com/subaru/keyless.html#For%20non%20US




